
TRAUMA COURSES 

 

Dear Psychology Majors, 

Working to address trauma and disaster is a growing field within  psychology. Worldwide estimates suggest 22.5 million 

people were refugees in 2016 and more than 100 million individuals were affected by natural disasters in 2015. In Chicago 

alone, family and community violence impacts the lives of countless children and adults. To address the needs of victims 

and communities, the department has created two new courses.  Each course has a full description below.  

If enough student interest is demonstrated, the department may create a Trauma Psychology track or concentration in the 

future.  We hope you will strongly consider these courses as you register for your classes in winter and spring quarters. 

This Winter Quarter we will offer Psy 372 – Psychology of Disaster and Crisis Intervention.  In order to insure that we have 

an instructor with applied knowledge available, the course will be offered on Wednesday evenings from 6:00-9:15 pm.  The 

instructor is just returning from Cambodia where he was collecting data about children’s trauma symptoms among families 

that experienced domestic violence.  

In Spring Quarter we will offer PSY378 – Psychology of Trauma.  The time and day for this course has not yet been deter-

mined.  Descriptions of trauma courses 

PSY 372 - PSYCHOLOGY OF DISASTER AND CRISIS INTERVENTION 

This course is designed for psychology majors as well as students from a variety of fields interested in careers related to 

crisis intervention. Students will learn about the psychological sequelae of natural and man-made disasters, terror, and 

war, as well as different models for crisis interventions. Students will review a combination of book chapters, scientific re-

views, and primary empirical sources, and class discussion will be used to advance students’ understanding of the state of 

this field and the central issues that practitioners face when  working with vulnerable disaster survivors. Multiple assess-

ment methods will be used to evaluate student learning and application of course material. 

PSY 378 – PSYCHOLOGY OF TRAUMA 

This course is designed for psychology majors as well as students from a variety of fields interested in careers working with 

children and adults who have experienced trauma. Students will learn about the psychological sequelae of different trau-

matic experiences, with emphasis on violence and victimization, as well as assessment methods and interventions aimed at 

reducing violence and addressing post-traumatic stress symptoms. Students will review a combination of book chapters, 

scientific reviews, and primary empirical sources. Lecture and class discussion will be used to advance students’ under-

standing of the central psychological theories of trauma and issues that need to be addressed to advance this field. A varie-

ty of evaluation activities will be used to assess student learning and application of key concepts to real life issues.  

Any questions?  Contact:   

Jerry W. Cleland, Ph.D.  jcleland@depaul.edu  

Professor 

Program Director, MS in General Psychology 

Department of Psychology, DePaul University  

   


